Is Dynamic Neck Exam normal?
C-spine CT normal**?
Is patient obtunded or is there a high index of suspicion for ligament injury?
YES YES YES
C-spine CT Scan
NO

Keep in cervical collar
Obtain thoracic and lumbar plain films
NO NO
Keep in cervical collar
Consult spine specialist
YES
Keep in cervical collar Once the neurological examination is proven normal, a dynamic (range of motion) evaluation of the neck should be undertaken to assess the mobility of the cervical spine. If the dynamic exam produces no tenderness or sensory/motor deficits, the cervical spine is considered clinically clear of potential injury. If motion produces tenderness or neurologic deficits (even if transient), cervical stabilization should be maintained and further radiographic evaluation pursued
